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THE DIOCESE OF THE BAHAMAS AND THE TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS 

 

 
 

THE BISHOP’S CHARGE TO THE ONE-HUNDRED AND SEVENTEENTH SESSION  

OF SYNOD 

 

 

 

AT THE SYNOD OPENING EUCHARIST IN CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL, NASSAU 

 

 

 

ON MONDAY, 16 NOVEMBER 2020 AT 4:30 P.M. 

 

PART I 

 

 
My Sisters and Brothers, good afternoon! 

 

We welcome you all into Christ Church Cathedral at this Opening Service of the 117th Session of 

the Synod of the Anglican Diocese of The Bahamas and The Turks and Caicos Islands. 

 

We welcome: 

 

- His Excellency, the Most Honourable Sir Cornelius Smith, Governor General of the 

Commonwealth of The Bahamas. 

 

- Archbishop Drexel Gomez and Bishop Gilbert Thompson, Archdeacons, Canons, Clergy 

of the Diocese and their spouses. 

 

- The Chancellor, Mr. Justice Bernard Turner, the Vice Chancellor, Madam Justice Diane 

Stewart, the Registrar, Mrs. Tonya Bastian-Galanis, other diocesan officials and their 

spouses. 

 

- Mrs. Sonja Balfour, Diocesan Secretary and Administrator, Financial Comptroller, Mrs. 

Sharlene Hilton, and her husband, Mr. Justice Gregory Hilton, Mrs. Samara Turner, 

Assistant Financial Comptroller with responsibility for Schools 

 

- The Director of Education, Mrs. Italia Davies, the Deputy Directors, Mrs. Cheryl Wood 

and Dr. Nevillene Evans, Principals, Administrators, and students of our four schools.  St. 

John’s College, St. Anne’s School are represented in the Church. The Bishop Michael 

Eldon and St. Andrew’s School families are with us virtually. 
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- Lay Delegates to the 117th Session of Synod. 

 

- We welcome the Catechists, Lay Readers, Servers, and My brothers and sisters 

 

- We welcome those sharing in this service via ZNS Television, and Radio Bahamas ZNS 1 

in The Bahamas, The Turks and Caicos Islands, the Caribbean and South Florida, and those 

who join us via live stream on Facebook and YouTube all over the world. Thank you for 

sharing with us. 

 

- We are grateful to the Very Rev’d. Harry Bain, Dean of Nassau, the Rev’d. Chitan 

Thompson, and Staff of the Cathedral, Dr. Sparkman Ferguson, the Organist, Mr. Adrian 

Archer, Mr. Henderson Burrows, Mr. Christopher Smith and all of the ministries that have 

come together to make this service possible. 

 

- I wish to acknowledge and to thank Mrs. Juanita Grant, my personal secretary, Miss Linda 

Farrington, who leads the Synod preparation process, and all those others who have helped 

us to be where we are this week. 

 

It is our privilege to convene this 117th Session of Diocesan Synod and to declare it open in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

2020 will be remembered for … COVID-19 Coronavirus.  This reality has changed our lives and 

the whole world.  It called for a response and I commend the Anglican Diocese for its response: 

active telephone ministries to keep in touch; virtual services, bible studies, meetings and even 

youth groups; Sunday diocesan Eucharists, diocesan daily devotions – which continue right up to 

today; promoting online giving, etc. not to mention what so many individual clergy, parishes and 

ministries are doing in the area of virtual ongoing ministry etc. Our clergy and lay leaders and our 

various ministries did well and are doing well.  To God be the glory! 

 

But I must also commend the entire Christian church in The Bahamas and The Turks and Caicos 

Islands. For, in all denominations, the same thing happened.  The church rose to the occasion and 

will never be the same, although some things will return to the way that they were. 

 

Additionally, we have to commend our Education Department and our schools for their response, 

the switch to online – with no prior notice from COVID, wrapping up the year virtually, preparing 

for and executing delayed national exams, preparing for a new academic year without knowing 

whether it would be completely prepared for school in a COVID world, managing a school and 

children in this new norm – whew! Anglican Central Education Authority, Madame Director, 

Administrators and staff, you have done well.  

 

I wish to commend the Government of both The Bahamas and The Turks and Caicos Islands. Both 

entities have had – and continue to have – some very difficult decisions to make, many of much 

happen where there is no playbook to go by and no precedent to follow. 

 

I thank both governments for the extensive panel of assistance programmes seeking to help the 

many individuals and sectors that need help.  This work is ongoing and must not stop.  
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The COVID-19 numbers here in Bahamaland are far worse than those in The Turks and Caicos 

Island, actually and per capita. While our government has come under hearty criticism, and, as all 

governments, it has made missteps, I commend the government for a good job under the 

circumstances. 

 

All of us must learn to live safely and responsibly with COVID.  IT IS NOT going anywhere 

anytime soon.  Our best weapon is not what any government can do – although governments do 

have much responsibility.  Our best weapon is you and me and our observing of the protocols.  We 

are the front line in the fight. So we have to stop blaming governments, government agencies and 

the private sector so much - and each DO OUR PART: 

- Wear a mask 

- Social distance 

- Wash/sanitize your hands regularly 

- Refrain from large gatherings 

- Stay in if you do not have to go out 

- Stay in if you have cold or flu-like symptoms 

- Seek to build your individual immune system 

- Encourage everyone your meet to observe these protocols 

 

When you meet someone behave as if you have the virus. When you meet someone treat them as 

if they have the virus. 

 

This may sound harsh, but it really is not.  It is the kind of caution that will save lives in the short, 

medium and long term. 

 

Remember when more people observe more of the protocols in more places more frequently – we 

actually save lives. 

 

Remember most spread has come through persons not observing protocols – mixing, socialsing, 

partying with no mask or social distancing. Governments cannot control or legislate this.  It is a 

matter of personal discipline and responsibility. 

 

Be responsible.  We can effect change. 

 

This is all very difficult for us because we are loving, mingling people.  We love to touch and hug 

and get together – but, for right now, we have to show our love and togetherness in a different 

way, i.e., by being more distant – for now.  

 

Tonight we remember, pray for and recognize all frontline workers: medical staff, hospital 

workers, law enforcement officers, caregivers, and counsellors and service workers, funeral 

industry workers and their families. 

 

We pray for those who are COVID positive, those who are experiencing mild or severe illness due 

to COVID.  We pray for their families. We pray for those who are ill and alone, and who are dying 



4 
 

in isolation.  We pray, we pray, we pray… because the Bible call us to “pray without ceasing,” (1 

Thessalonians 5:17) and tells us that “the prayers of the righteous availeth much” (James 5:16). 

 

We take this opportunity to remember all who have died from COVID. (PAUSE)  We pray for 

their families. (PAUSE) 

We pray for present and former members of Synod who have died since last Synod. (PAUSE) 

 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord. 

 

And let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

May they rest in peace. 

Amen. 

 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. 

 

Let us not forget that COVID-19 has been a strain on all of us. The restriction of behavior and the 

protocols, the lockdowns and curfews continue to be a mental and emotional drain. The fear of 

infection and the many precautions wear us down. 

 

Acknowledge these are difficult times and that it weighs heavily on all of us. Talk to someone 

about your struggle and LISTEN while they share theirs. Listen, and then pray with them. Let’s 

encourage one another and let’s help where we can. A lot of people are hurting mentally, 

emotionally, spiritually and materially. People need help with food, utilities, rent and other things. 

I am talking about legitimate needs now, not people who are irresponsible or who are con artists. 

 

Let’s have a heart and a conscience. Our worst day is someone’s best day; and there are a lot of 

even worse days out there. Let us keep hope alive and encourage others to be hopeful. 

 

Let us not stop caring and helping and encouraging and loving. 

 

Tourism 

 

Tourism remains the key in both of our economies, and it has received a devastating blow from 

COVID-19.  The Turks and Caicos Islands and The Bahamas are now reopened for Tourism, and 

must wait for more and more hotels to open and for the numbers of tourists to come. 

 

In the Bahamas 

 

In the Bahamas we must await the reopening of Bahamar and Atlantis, our major properties, as 

well as Melia, Rui and Hilton and other medium-sized properties. Thankfully, some properties are 

already open. 
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In the Turks and Caicos Islands 

 

Of great concern to me has been the fact that, in the Turks and Caicos Islands, there has been 

public dispute between Beaches and the government for several months. Beaches are the country’s 

largest resort – therefore it impacts the economy, employment, air arrival, airline, tour and other 

businesses in Provo. The government claims that Beaches owes taxes over a period of years – from 

the time of previous administration. Beaches claims that the government is disregarding the 

Beaches Development Agreement, and that they have paid up what they should.  Attempts at 

mediation have not been successful. Both sides have made public statements counteracting 

statements by the other.  Beaches publicly described the Turks and Caicos Islands government as 

the worst government it has ever worked with.  This sort of thing does no good for any side: 

government or industry. 

This needs resolution – as Beaches appears to be stalling their re-opening – bearing in mind that 

all the facets of the country will be affected; and their stance may affect voting in upcoming 

elections.  Initially Beaches stated that they would open in October 14th, then postponed until 

November 18th, now it is December 21st. Friends, we have to pray about this. Pray, pray, pray, and 

may all parties do what is right and just. 

 

Diversification of Economy from Provo and Nassau 

 

For many decades we have relied on Tourism and Banking as our two major industries, and the 

sources of income for many of our citizens.  This present pandemic has once again brought to the 

forefront how fickle both of these industries are in the face of world crises. Our Tourism Industry 

was left in limbo for the better part of this year, with many employed in this sector were 

furloughed or made redundant.  This had a ripple effect on the Banking industry as those without 

jobs were unable to meet their financial commitments.  With new banking regulations and the 

closure of branches on the Family of Islands it is even more difficult to rely on this industry as a 

source of income for our countries. 

 

We must now take an even close look at diversifying our economy.  This diversification of the 

economy, if taken seriously, must look beyond New Providence and Providenciales.  The other 

islands in both of our archipelagos must be developed to ensure their growth and sustainability.  

Again, I wish to make two suggestions today for consideration, bearing in mind that there are 

many more things that can be done to diversify our economy. 

 

General Elections 
In The Turks and Caicos Islands 

 

General Elections must be held by March 29th, 2021. Campaigning has started. I beg Politicians 

and supporters to be circumspect in their behavior.  It is good that the Cabinet and the House of 

Assembly are focusing on amendments to the Elections Ordinance, particularly ensuring that those 

in quarantine are not disenfranchised. 
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The Bahamas 

 

In The Bahamas we are a year and a half away from General Elections.  I remain concerned about 

the level of petty politics and the overpoliticising of issues that occurs here.  Both sides do it and 

it is not good for the country. 

 

We need a national vision that spans administrations and political parties. We need an outlook on 

both sides that seeks to carry on the overarching purposes of nation-building rather than seeking 

to wipe out the contribution and personnel of the former administration. 

 

Many Bahamians think about politics retributively  - that is they want revenge when their party 

gets into power – and when their party is in power, want their party to punish the other fellows. 

While not all political leaders may think this way or feel this way in their hearts, they have 

followers who demand otherwise.  This is not good for the ongoing work of being the 

Government of The Commonwealth of The Bahamas.  We need a mature political mind – and 

we need leaders to work toward this and to lead their people toward this at all costs. 

 

Food sustainability 

 

With the onset of the pandemic, one area of concern was food security and sustainability. We 

were reminded of how little we grow ourselves and how much we import.  While the initial scare 

about not being able to get the usual imports is gone, the overarching concern remains. 

 

More of us need to grow more and this requires effort by governments and citizens to promote 

and effect change. 

 

Encourage people to enter this field 

 

Many of us look down on farming and something which immigrants do, “other people but not 

me and my children.”   But we need to be directing our children into this, promoting The 

Bahamas Agricultural and Marine Science Institute (BAMSI) and encouraging our students 

leaving high school to consider a career in agriculture, animal husbandry or marine science. 

 

Kudos to the MAMR 
 

I wish to applaud the Ministry of Agriculture and Marine Resources (MAMR) in collaboration 

with Access Accelerator (the Small Business Development Centre – SBDC). 

 

At a press conference on Friday, 13th November, the Minister of Agriculture, the Hon. Michael 

C. Pintard, enunciated a number of policies which point us in the right direction while promoting 

fishing and farming projects throughout the Bahamas. Among them are: 

 

(1) grants to small businesses in the Micro, Small, Medium and Large categories. In the 

first instance, 5 million dollars has been set aside. 

(2) requiring entities which import fresh and processed food to purchase 40% of these 

items from Bahamian producers. 
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(3) An expansive training curriculum has been compiled to build skills for all persons in 

the sector. 

 

These initiatives are so important since we need to encourage local farming and fishing.  But this 

is just a start; we must ensure ways for those farmers and fishers to get their produce (fruits, 

vegetables, poultry, honey, eggs, meat, seafood, etc…) to markets – locally and internationally.  

 

It is also important because we need to ensure that locally grown products get into hotels, etc… 

but also into the local supermarket and smaller food and convenient stores.  It is well and good to 

have food supplies grown and raised locally but it would be pointless if the farmers have no 

place to sell their produce.  We must also look at restricting the import of food items that are 

grown locally and are in large supply. 

 

Of course, with that said, local producers need to “up their game”: expand their operation and 

operating to be able to meet the demands consistently and with consistent quality. 

 

These kinds of things must be a NATIONAL priority. Resources, government mechanisms AND 

political will MUST be brought to bear. This is nothing new. COVID-19 has only reminded us of 

what we knew already. 

 

I am not an expert in this area, but I appeal to those who are to lead, and I implore the rest of us 

to follow. 

 

The Church Commercial Farming Group (TCCFG) 

 

I wish to endorse The Church Commercial Farming Group (TCCFG) chaired by Rev. Dr. Patrick 

Paul, Superintendent of the Assemblies of God in The Bahamas and The Turks and Caicos 

Islands. 

 

Several years ago there was a discussion among church leaders, led by the current President of 

the Bahamas Christian Council, Dr. Delton Fernander, about the Church getting more involved 

in business development and nation – and facilitating initiatives that can make a difference in 

people lives.  At that time, the Christian Council formed the Bahamas Investment Group 

Company Ltd. (BIGCL) to move this process forward.  The discussions evolved but intensified 

when COVID-19 hit and the issue of food security became more urgent. 

 

Earlier this year, the current Minister of Agriculture, the Hon. Michael C. Pintard, invited 

churches and others to the table to discuss this issue, and to promote backyard farming and other 

food independence concepts.  At that time, I asked our own Fr. John Kabiga and the Rev. Willish 

Johnson to represent the Anglican Church in these discussion. 

 

The Minister gave a challenge to the Churches to do more in this area and the response was the 

Church Commercial Farming Group, a grouping designed to promote backyard farming and 

commercial agriculture and fisheries, to educate and to increase awareness and appreciation 

among our people, and, ultimately, to increase local food production and sustainability. 

 



8 
 

As the Anglican Bishop, I am humbled and proud to endorse this leadership by Bishop Delton 

Fernander, Dr. Patrick Paul and the entire  

team, which has moved this forward, and to support these and other initiatives. 

 

Conclusion  
 

The Bible teaches that God became incarnate in Jesus, that the Word became Flesh.  This is at 

the heart of the gospel and teaches ordinary Christians that our place is serving God in every part 

of human endeavor.  The Church therefore has always been a force present in human community 

and making a difference. The Church is involved in all aspects to make things better for all and 

bring Jesus to every environment and undertaking. 

 

I raise these few issues due to their urgency. While there are many things besetting our two 

countries. As a church we are concerned about these and other issues because they affect the 

lives of people and their outcome affect the future of our two countries.  Thus we watch, we 

listen, and we follow current affairs and speak to be a part of positive dialogue in very area. 

 

My sisters and brothers, God has blessed us abundantly in the Turks and Caicos Islands and The 

Bahamas. In every area of challenge and opportunity we must seek to do our best. Doing our best 

is not easy but it is what is required. May God give us the vision and wisdom to address these 

and other realities as He would have us to. 

 

Remember God is still God and we are still the church. 

 

1 Corinthian 15:58 

58 Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, 

because you know that in the Lord your labour is not in vain. 

 


